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Catholic leaders was to convert the governorships of
provinces and towns into hereditary offices; yet it
was not forgotten that a similar conversion of the
counties and duchies of the Carlovingian kingdoms,
from offices held during the good-will of the sovereign
into hereditary principalities, had produced the dis-
ruption of those kingdoms and the feudal anarchy of
the loth and nth centuries. The numerous towns
which joined the League aimed only at recovering
the selfish municipal privileges of the Middle Ages.
To secure the independence enjoyed by the free
towns of Germany, they would have acquiesced in
the partition of the monarchy.

Catherine de' Medici was waiting to welcome her
son at Bourgoin and they entered Lyons in state
together. There the new King proclaimed his inten-
tion of subduing by force of arms those who resisted
his authority. Refusing to listen to those wiser
councillors who pointed to the exhaustion of the
country and the emptiness of the treasury, he fol-
lowed the advice of his mother, who, fearing, if peace
were made, the influence of Montmorcncy and other
Moderates, and believing that nothing was Impossible
to the hero of Jarnac and Montcontour when directed
by her councils, had abandoned her habitual caution
and was the advocate of a vigorous policy.

But when the money needed to pay the expenses
of military operations had been raised by loans from
foreign princes, by extortion and by ruinous ex*
pedients, it was wasted in senseless profusion by the
King, who showed his Catholic zeal not by placing
himself at the head of his army, but by conducting